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aster architect of this bizarre theology’

Cloistered nun played key role in'Somersgroup

By DAN BARRY
= Beaff Writer

When the Dominican munz at the
Monastery of Our Lady of Grace In Guilford
raise their voices in communzl prayer, the
power and beauty of thelr gong can be felt in
?ﬂrmarh:,r agmmmmm are sel

peope o reflect privately on their faith
and their lives, i

Thousands of Catholics each oHne to
lhe eloistered convent, hidden o the wods,
Lo meditate, browse in the gift shop — or fust
listen to the sistors profess teir faith in song.

Bul the wolce of one nun rises above the
rest In jts impact and range.

Sister Marie Louls Bertrand is in such
dermand that people often make appointments
motths in advance for a few minates of her
Lime, and she's said Lo be bundreds of letters
behind 4n her correspondence.

Although Sister Louls, as she componly is
kmown, took & special vow as a clolstered nun
to shun most contact with cutziders, she has
il Dt Wt e e o &
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ple in their faith. -
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E SiEter Louwls has anolher side, ame filied
with clal TEvelationg and
miracies, according to more than a dozen
peonle who_once —soughl “REFr—=pivilFal

the who was born Geraldine
LaBEells xL[mt;ll:ter, Mass,, claims to be a

M%.utheﬁntﬁ:;mnﬂdbw “She was til'-emur.ur'u-&:lﬁbe:tﬂmh
. founder, .J. Legere, miked bizarre theology,” ome high-level former
fear with the mystical sura of the Catholic member said recently.
mmﬂmm - -tﬁit

They gay weara I the Secomd .

Legere were at the base of the center's
“doctrine, little of Sister Lowis's past ap-
parently was shared with the center's
members. They were told that she worked as
& bank teller in Ledminster before entering

. '

“A% mnich information a5 waz shared aboal
Fooy, very little was shared abouwt Sister,” an
ex-member recallsd,

someday
ground,” .acoording o exr-members and &
transcripd of & 1979 lecture given by Paul
um.thewr'llﬂninﬂm._

newsletier or on a tape,” one former follower
said. “I's "a good friend of ours,” or ‘m
formed, which is moving ont of state, has 'Woman I know,

nothing to do with the cloistered nun in North

visiting e til 20
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Newvertheless, her eritics
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the Dominican order almost a hali-century
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Sister Marie Louis Bartrand: "warm, sinceres and not overly plous.’ ‘ i

Hrmlhntﬂister.lmlaisngiltaim
Emmicabar 'Hil‘.ha“llm ability to assess a
person's personality trails quickly.

"Ehe's just a masier at Iu:}yn[ perfect
relatioms with people, at saving the right
things at the right time," recalled & man who

gays he pakd her more than a dozen wisits, °

“Bhe's warm, sincers and not overly ploes.”
But ex-members charpge that Sister Louls

‘and Legere preyed on the hopes and fears of

those who trosted them.
“Her sectet is, tell them what they want to
ool B e e o
: goes away happy
wmaﬂmmmmr want fo

fion.”

For many people, that directlon was

toward Somers, Several people who asked not
to be [dentified said they had moved fo
Sorners from out of stele on the advice of
Sigter Louls, They were told that Somers was
where Christ would establish his new
kingdom, with the assistance of Legers.
Legere first met the Dominican nan in
1867, a year before he established the
Apogtolic Formatieon Center, & confldant of
Legere recalls that, after some Initlal suapi-
Clon, be came (o trust Sister Louls’s visions

i i

.and chose her to be his-spiritual director]
From thes on, she supported his senge that he
Jhad besn personally chosen by God to ald im
" the Second Coming,

Members wera often told that Sister Loais
had said that if they towched Lepgere, it wonld
he the “closest they would come to divinity
this zide of the wail.”

Both Sister Louis and Legere claimed to
have wisions of Christ and the Virgin Mary.
“Many to this day beleve that Mary bas
borrowad Sister's humanity,'” ome ex-
mexmber said

Those claims gave their influence a re-
doubled effect on many follewers,

“Between his revelations ard her pevels-

The most startling example of this was a
practice that came bo be known as the Divine
Int'% of the Holy Seed, in which Legere

n members of an elite core of
followers known as “‘emissaries''
participated in ritealized homoseouality,
EWEE ugh such acls are forhldden by
Catholic docirine. The “divine intimacy™ was
based on ihe belief that Lepere was the
“twrin"* of Chrizt, and had been directed by
God to spread Christ's seed.

One ex-member who acknowledges be
participated in the act sald he wenl 1o Sister
Laats i 1972 1o ask for an explanation of the
““divine intimacy,” -

“It was delng & Job en me," he recalled.
But, he sald, the non encouraged him b take
part and told hirn “God was doing something
unprecedented, and that T was (o pray to'the
Heoly Splrit for Hght. -
~ "She rubber-stamped everything Roy
wanted or Sakd," be added.

After died
center's members that iz spiril had besn

distriboted among all of them — him
500 Paul. whom ca the "anninted
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propagate the notion
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cenler's mambers
.. at aister Louis's

FaTiett tor YAV isions of

HE
warned agalnst the “falze hopes” that
Belanger's undocumenbed claims were

Simil Wl_-l'-ll.l meeilkrst ni

Shattsel and others continged bo visil
Belanger after the bishop's waming, accord-
ing o ex-memibars.

For some members, Sister Louls's
presence was constant. They were told that -
throngh the power of bilocation she coald ba
gimultansoasty at her monastery and the
center's Somers headquarters, If they Felt i1l
they wers instrected to send thelr poardian -
angel to slster. The angel would retarn carmy- -
ing strength for them to get throagh the day.

Ome ex-rnember =aid that Sister Louis
claimed to have attended his wedding — a
claim he said he believed ai the time.

"What else could someone believe?™ ke
asked, “She seemed to bave the tolal ap--
proval of the church."

Another former follower admitted she
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